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tactics, none of which overcame the main difficulty that the

capital lay, as did the pomegranate on the carpet, far away

in the middle of a hostile country.   The young adopted son

of the Pasha then advocated suborning the tribes one by

one; bending down, he slowly rolled up the carpet until it

reached the fruit, which he picked up.   He was selected for

the command of the invasion, and landed with an advance

guard of five hundred Moroccans and supported by a

French  artillery  lieutenant,  Vaissiere,   and  four  Italian

physicians, to begin his tedious task of gathering an army

and allies.   It was not until April 1818 that the Frenchman

was at last able to train his guns on the walls of Daraya, or

until September 9 that the Wahhabi capital surrendered.

Even then, when the army retreated, the Governors they

left were not firmly established in the centre, but the presence

of the Egyptians had enabled a number of Europeans to

come to the coasts.   The Swiss traveller, Johann Ludwig

Burckhardt, one of the most distinguished of the visitors

to Arabia, landed at Jedda in 1819.   Giovanni Finati, an

Italian deserter from the French Army, took part in the

Egyptian siege of Qunfidha, on the Red Sea, in 1814 and

stayed on in Mecca afterwards.   Ali Bey al Abbassi, a Jew

from Cadiz but claiming to be one of the last descendants

of the Caliphial house of the Abbasides and travelling in

princely style, though actually a spy reporting to Napoleon,

landed in 1807 and returned safely to Europe, disappearing

once more into the obscurity whence he had come.   In 1815

the Agha of the Mamelukes was appointed to be Governor of

the second holiest city of Islam, Medina. He had been Private

Keith, of the 7$>nd Highlanders, but, being very young

and having been captured by the Muslims, he was made a

slave and turned Muhammadan.   A few years later, during

the Egyptian campaign in Asir, the southern province on

the shores of the Red Sea, an Englishman called Atkins was

reported as being in command of the rocket battery;  and

there may have been others from Europe in the mixed

Egyptian armies sent to the perilous Arabian front, where,

in the absence of knowledge of tropical medicine, the